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STUDENT ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES ‘EARTH WEEK’
written by Kayleightritschler April 28, 2022

To celebrate Earth Day, the Student Association (SA) put on Earth Week from April 18-23, with a theme for the week
of Celebrate God’s creation.
“We thought that celebrating God’s creation would be special to emphasize through a whole week of serving others
and creation itself,” junior SA Representation Megan Sledge said.

The SA partnered with other organizations on campus to bring Earth Week to life and get more students involved.
“Sustainable Harding worked alongside the SA and HEAL to set up different events for Earth Week,” sophomore
Evan Morgan said. “It is essential for Harding and its community to take care of the environment, and I believe
having an Earth Week is a great first step towards that goal”
The organizations set up different events for students to participate in everyday of the week up until Saturday where
they hosted a 5K run in the morning and started on the community garden afterwards.
“For Earth Week we had a clean up campus day, a nature photo challenge, service projects that were left over from
Bisons 4 Christ, a Stu party, a 5K to raise money for Lynley Eller and a garden work day,” Sledge said. “Thursdays
projects
included cleaning windows, maintaining flower beds, weed eating, cleaning up garbage, etc.”
The 5K was hosted on Saturday, April 23, where students and faculty paid $5 to race or walk. The proceeds that
were collected from the run went to junior Lynley Eller’s family to help cover medical costs after her car accident.
“The 5K on Saturday [was] an attempt to bring all of campus together to celebrate the earth and enjoy it through
outdoor movement,” senior Deanna Hutson said. “And taking it a step further, it’s about enjoying that in community.
We are also hoping people at the 5K will stay and celebrate the community garden afterwards.”
After the run, everyone who participated was invited to help out with planting crops at the new community garden by
the old Public Safety house. Months of preparation went into this garden and things are finally getting started.
“The garden is just now starting, but everything is planted,” Sledge said. We got the crops in the soil and watered
them for the first time. We prayed over the garden and enjoyed putting it together yesterday afternoon.”

SOCIAL CLUB HOSTS ANNUAL CONCERT
written by Jacobmooney April 28, 2022

Men’s social club Theta hosted “Sketa” for their formal in downtown Searcy April 23 at Citizens Park.
Sketa was a concert that a Theta band performed at, including formal organizers seniors Caleb Young and Jonah
Murray.
Murray said there was a lot of preparations that went into the event.
“We chose Sketa to perform because, in fact, we are Sketa,” Murray said. “I am lead vocals and guitar, and Caleb
plays the keys and backup vocals.”
Murray said he and Young had always wanted to be in a band.
Along with the excitement of playing in the band, Theta was very excited to be hosting.

“Sketa is something you hear about year-round,” Theta member sophomore Gabe Mahon said. “It starts as a quiet
whisper that gradually turns into a shout as the event draws closer and closer.”
Along with Sketa playing the event, there were four other bands that were in attendance. “Four bands played at it,”
Young said. “Two were Harding bands. Two were from Memphis.”
Among the bands were Massey Lane, Rivers West, Avon Park and Therealdy. When searching for bands, Young
said he tried contacting 20 bands before he found the four that performed Saturday.
“We decided who would be performing in a completely unbiased way,” Murray said. “The four other acts [made] this
a great concert for everyone.”
Murray and Young prepared for the events for months ahead of time.
“Sketa has been a works in progress for many months,” Mahon said. “It takes only the best people to plan such an
incredible event.”
Some genres that Theta was looking for in the bands was a mix of rock, folk and rap. Young said rock was a
necessity to the concert.
This is the second year of the event, and the members have said that they want to make it a reoccurring tradition.
“Theta responds very well to Sketa,” Mahon said. “Being a relatively new club, we are tasked with not only defining
what Theta is, but also incorporating traditions and events for the many years to come.”

HARDING TO IMPLEMENT CHANGES TO POSTAL
SERVICES ON CAMPUS THIS SUMMER
written by Sophierossitto April 28, 2022

Last week, a Harding official announced the University’s plans to close the federal post office on campus this
summer and to redistribute postal duties among multiple departments.
Assistant vice president of finance Tim Jones wrote in an email to faculty members on April 18 that Harding officials
plan to permanently close the United States Postal Service (USPS) office and its three service windows on June 1.
However, campus mail windows will remain open for students, while the Harding University Bookstore and the
University Business Office will take on certain postal responsibilities.

Jones said roles of the federal post office include selling stamps, providing international shipping and serving as a
place for workers to examine postage and check for hazardous materials. People working at the other mail windows
will carry out some of these tasks after the federal office closes, Jones said, but they will not offer international
shipping.
The bookstore will assume the role of selling stamps and shipping supplies, Jones said. Bookstore manager and
Vice President of Enrollment Services David Hall said collaborating with the postal services department to prepare
for this transition has been smooth.
“I’ve known the people who work in the post office for years, and they’re great people, and so they’ve been easy to
work with,” Hall said.
Jones said members of the business office will transform one of their open windows in the Anthony Wright
Administration Building into a Western Union area in which people can transfer and order money.
Harding has had a contract with USPS since 1992, Jones said, but officials have been considering closing the office
on campus for the past couple of years.
Jones said one federal post office worker recently retired and many others are close to retirement age. In addition,
Jones said the volume of letters and mail being sent through the USPS office has shriveled, especially in the past
three years.
“And so it’s just kind of a natural time to step back and think, ‘Okay, does it make sense for us to try to keep this
open?’” Jones said.
Harding bookstore worker Cheryl White said although she will be happy to sell stamps to customers, the changes
this summer will affect her and some other full-time campus employees who use the federal post office at Harding
fairly often.
“We like to send packages a lot to our kids that are out of town, so it’s easy for us to bring the package and then
send it just right there,” White said.
White said she does not always have time to go to a post office off campus during workdays, but she can go during
her lunch breaks or on Saturdays starting this summer.
Jones said the remaining postal services on campus will stay the same, and the post office truck will continue to
come twice a day to pick up and deliver mail for students.
“I think the disruption will be very minimal to the campus life,” Jones said.

INTERIM UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT SURPRISED WITH
‘THANK YOU’ DAY
written by Hannahhackworth April 28, 2022

Students, faculty and staff across campus came together to say thank you to Dr. David Burks Wednesday, April 27,
for his past 18 months of service as interim University president.
Including a highlight video, thank you notes and a celebratory muffin chapel, Burks was honored for his extended
time on campus. Senior student assistant to the president Bennett Holloway helped coordinate some aspects of the
day.
“[Dr. Burks] so deeply cares about interacting with students, and that goes back to when he was a professor, and he
said many times that being a professor in the classroom everyday with students was the most fun and his favorite
role that he had serving for Harding,” Holloway said. “He’s made such an effort to be visible and engaged with the
students, so I hope this is sort of a small re-experiencing of the engagement that he continually strived for throughout
his time as president.”

Burks and his wife Leah have contributed greatly to the success of Harding in previous years and in this last short
term presidency. Dr. Andrew Baker, director of the Mitchell Center for Leadership and Ministry, saw the importance of
acknowledging their work and giving back to them.
“I think in the future we’ll look back in 20 or 25 years and see that this was a really important window of time,” Baker
said. “You have COVID, enrollment questions, what the future of education even looks like; 2022 is a weird time. It
doesn’t look like 1986 or 1987 when he first became president, so I think it’s important that we say thank you. I think
there is an honor to be paid to Dr. Burks and Miss Leah for their contribution to this place.”
Although many students had never interacted with Burks when he became president, they were able to get to know
and love him.
“[Dr. Burks] is just a very friendly, fun person to be around, and he’s very authentic and genuine, and he doesn’t put
a mask up, but instead he just is himself and the genuine version of that,” Student Association president Ethan
Brazell said. “I think my favorite memories of him this school year have been anytime I’ve gotten to see him interact
with the students, just because you could tell at the end of the day that’s what he was here for, and he did it for us.”
The day of thanks was centered around Burks’ favorite word: camaraderie.
“He’s made camaraderie central to who he is as president for a long, long time, so the hope is it’s just a day of
camaraderie, from muffins after chapel, big family University picture, to him serving the students ice cream: That’s
what this is,” Baker said. “I hope that when he looks back on all that [happened] Wednesday, he looks back with a
smile on his face, and that he knows that people were grateful. So if someone six months from now is like, ‘Hey, I
heard the students did something for you the last week of chapel,’ he smiles, and says, ‘Yeah, that was a good day.’”

STUDENTS TAILGATE FINAL BASEBALL GAME
written by Ethanconn April 28, 2022

Traditionally, tailgates at Harding only take place at football games in the fall. However, the Harding baseball team is
getting clubs to tailgate at their game today. This game against Arkansas Tech is the start of the Bison’s final regularseason series of the year.

The baseball marketing team’s head of events senior Cassie Cohu talked about what inspired baseball to have its
own tailgate.
“You see how big a hit it is in football, and we want to encourage that excitement,” Cohu said. “Clubs are such a big
thing at Harding, so [we incorporated] something that’s already such a big thing and putting that into something we
want to get people excited about.”
Similar to football tailgates in the fall, most clubs are not tailgating alone, but rather partnering up with another club.
For example, women’s social club Pi Theta Phi (PTP) is partnering with men’s social club Titans for the tailgate. PTP
president Mallory Prior explained what they are planning for their tailgate.
“We are partnering with Titans and doing a Hawaiian-themed tailgate,” Prior said. “We plan to have Hawaiianthemed food and some luau music and all that kind of stuff.”
To help kickstart the excitement, the baseball team is giving an incentive. There is a $500 prize for the overall best
club tailgate, which includes things such as the biggest turnout, best theme, most excitement, game engagement
and more. Men’s social club Gamma Sigma Phi is partnering with women’s social club Ko Jo Kai for their tailgate.
Their tailgate director junior Rusty Orr said the club has plans if they win the prize money.
“I’m hoping the prize money will go toward the tailgates for next semester and maybe toward funds for a new grill,”
Orr said.
Whether they win or lose the prize money, clubs are just excited to tailgate again, Orr said.
“I’m most excited to be a part of the tailgate atmosphere again,” Orr said. “Seeing everyone out grilling, playing
cornhole and so on. It’s always great to show support for our sports teams.”
Prior said she is excited to have one last special event for seniors before they graduate and enter the real world.
“It’s one last hoorah for all the seniors to have,” Prior said. “It’s one last time for us all to be together in a laid-back
and chill environment, so I’m very excited to be able to mingle, see other people and hang out.”
The baseball game today at 6 p.m. at Jerry Moore Field with the tailgating happening in the hours before the game.

